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#l- Tobis Highneſſe the Lord Proxeerous 
a _ _ of England, Seodpodl, op Ireland, 
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EF, =o the cauſe of the Publique 


Bl and Poore of your true-" . 
hearted County of Leice- 


' fler, and the Counties ad- 


jacent. Elſe Chad ic been any thing of | 
private intereſt. ) my hand-and heart” 


would have trembled.to have put any 


thing into your hands, .to turn. off your 


eye buta few minutes, from the won- 
derfull weighty affaires of theſe three 
ans ch are ol foynoanp 
on your Highneſle and CounelloThe 
onely. wiſe, ;great, good God ſupport 
you,with his owne, wiſdome, icounſell, 


and ſtrengeh. 'T honghthe wain,of my | 
2 Wa to get out.of 


bulinciſ s for ſou 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
them ſelfe, world, ſinne and Devil, and 
to gct in God,'Chriſt, grace andithe 
Goſpel : Yet. F have borrowed fome 
weeks (which by double pains, I bleſſe 
God I bave repayed) to wait upon Par- 

Chapt liaments _— and now upon your 

beri, ctari Highnefle and Councel with Petittons, 

{ed mms tO prevent the ruine of my- Countrey 

omnium 4" Cwhich is dear unto me ) ſo endeayou- 


rY8tares Ccom* 


prebendi re-red & indangered by ſelf-i{ti men truly 
4 «ici. delineated in theſe Papers :. whatſoever 
 ſpecious pretences. may be made to the 
contrary of Regulated. Incloſure , and of 

a may-be fncloſure, withour rune eicher 


of Publick or Poor.In theſe Inland Coun- 


zyes wofull experience tells us, It is not 
ſo. And that gnchſureis now making, is 
likely to be in time as deſolating as.any, 


if not ſpeedily prevented . by your 
Highneſs and Councell. Such 1nclo- 


furifts 1n.the yery making of them, ha- 
| ving. 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ving: no reſpect to the Publique, or 


right in Law, or the Conſciences of 


men. As1n the ſeyerall Petitions from 
Leiceſter-ſhire now before you it ap- 
pears: which Petitions your Highnelle 
(our hearts rejoyce in you, and bleſle 


God for you) without delay heard, and 


referred to your Councell :- which alſo 
they have: read- and- committed to the 


Lord Viſcount Liſle, Sir Gilbert Picke- 
ring, Mr. Strickland, and ( harles Wo hy 
or any two of them, who are ſpeedily to 
ſpeake with the parties that attend the 
buſinefſe, and to conſider of the matter 
therein contained, and-to offer to the 
Councell what they ſhall conceive fic 
to be done thereupon. And as your 


Leiceſter-ſhire Petitioners have peritio- 


ned your Highneſſe, and Councell-men upon 


earth , ſo they daily Petition the High 
(70d of heaven to incline your hearts to 
| A.3. relieye- 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
relieve the oppreſſed: of theſe. Inland 
Counties. - And truly God hath ſet ir 
upon- my Spirit, That you are-( Heſter 
4-.14..) Come to the rule of thu nation for 
fach a time as thy. And my ſoul wreſtles 
with my God that you may ſtill be ſer- 
viceable to God, and his Church, the 
— Publique and the Poore, till you goe a- 
way hence and ſhall be ſeen no more, 
and then be gathered to our Chriſt, who 
then {hall ſay, Ada. 25. 35,36. &c. Come 
9e bleſled of my Father, receive a kingdome 
prepared for you from the beginning of the 
world. I was hungry and you gave me meat, 
 thirſly and you gave me drinke, naked and 

you cloathed me,erc. Amen faith the ſoul 
-of him who 1s | 
A your Highmeſſe mo# humble ſervant, 

 ſealſotheGharches, + 
the Publiques, 
and the Poors, 


John Moore, 


260662060020 2200200208 


An Advertiſement of three things, to. 
ſuch Reader, who as he loves God, loves 
his Neighbour alſo. 


Irſt, if thou chance to meet with 4 Book, called [A 

Vindication of Regulated Incloſure:] thou haſt 

wveyy little reaſon to believe much in it, The man 
ſpeaks of what may be, and not of what uſually s, He bath 
fancyes notions and dreams of Innocent Incloſure both from 
Depopulation and Decay of Tillage, And for the Townes 
he names 10 be free, they are groſly guilty either of the one, 
or of the other,or of both. 

Secondly, whereas that Book tells thee, That ſuch deſo- 
lations are Vitia Perſonarum non rei, 7t & the fanls of 
the Perſons and wot of the Thing. 1muſt confeſſe with hin 
they are vicious perſons indeed that produce ſuch Incloſare, 
What better iſſue ca we look for from ſuch Parents ? 1a- 
cloſure, making of hedges and ditches, ts not a finne, bus 
ſuch incloſare that i deftrattive to Publique, and Poore is 4 
crying finne. Laſtly, I complaine not of incloſure in Kent 
or Eſſex, where they have other callings and trades to 
maintaine their Conntyy by, or of places neer the ſea or Ci- 
iy, but of incloſure in the Inland Countreys, which takes 
away Tillage, the onely Trade general they have to live on; 
and whereby they are (0 beneficiall tothe reſs of the Nation, 
#n times of ſcarcity, Pray with me,God ſpeed the Plough. 


Thy Friend, if thou be ſo to 
the Publique and the Poore, 


Fohn «Moore. 
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*t and the Counties round about ) ftands ew incioſure thar 
| 2 > 2s Suilty in the fight of God of the ſinnes doth un- people 
in the. Text, as 1/r4c! did then ; And therefore the Lord may I9wns; 2n 


uncorn Fields. 


lily ſay to us, | | For it will pa» 
'. +1, Far three tranſgreſſions, avd for faxir, I will net turn away callele he Gong 
the prneſoment thereaf, becauſe &c. | in the Tcxe, 


The Text contains 1/7acls fire, and Iſracls puniſhment. 1 
ſhall firſt open che ſinnes of 7/7ae/, and then tell meif Zng/and 
be notas guilty as 1/-act; and if fo, why ſhould not ſhe par- 

B take 


Tremelin up: 
on this Pro* 
pheſic, id eff, 
proprer quime 
plurimas numero 
Fnirns pro inde- 
finito, 6, 


-. (3 


take of the ſame puniſhment? I entreat therefore, as I open- 


the ſinnes of 1/-ael, bear in your minae the Tucloſure in the midale. 
of England. - {vis 149% i #9 dt wy 3 peoflh-055 © 

ir then, what is/meant by three tranſgreſſions, and ſor four ? 
In plain tearms is meant, adding-of finne to! finne, 1/e. 30. 1. 
and tranſgreſſion to tranſgreſiion. © - 4 17 

And ſo Tremelizs expounds three and four tranſgreſſions, 
that is ſaicthhe, for very many. A finite number is put for an 
indefinite. 


puniſhment, I-would have been moderate in puni(t.ing; bur 
ſince to three ſinnes they have added-four, and to many they 
daily. adde more, I am determined to perfet my judgements 
upon them, and to be avenged on them once for all. 

If we take three and four for ſeven : Know we ſeven is emi- 
nently in Scripture. put- for a multitude. So 1 Sem. 2.5. (faith 
Hannab ) The barren hath born ſeven; that is, many, and.is be- 
come a mother of many children. Seven devils were caſs, out of 
the woman, Luke $.2. that is, a multitude. The juſt faketh ſever 
times 4 day, Prov. 24. 16, that is, often: ſo the ſenſe is, They 
multiply their ſinnes, and I will multiply my judgments. 

Laſtly, we may expound for three tranſgreſſions, and for four ; 


by the twelfth werſe of thus Chapter. Whereas here he complains . 


of three tranſgreſſions, and fonre ;, ſo there he complains, [ ame- 
preſſed under you 45 a cart 1s preſſed with ſheaves : Now this is a 


plain Countrey-compariſon ; When we'bad a cart, we begin 
with a few ſheaves at the firſt, with two, or three, or four; - 
and ſo goe on to lay on more ſheaves one after another, till 
we over-load, and are ready to preſſe the cart into pieces. So - 


1frael layd on one ſheaf after another, one ſinne after another, 


ſtill burthening God with their ſinnes, that he ſeems to groan . 


under the burthen of them, as one that is weary to bear them 


any longer. 1/aiah 1. 24: they make bin figh. Ab,'1 will caſe me . 
of -my adverſaries, and avenge mt of mine entmits. I can hold. 


my hands no longer for their multiplied tranſgreffions. 
T hey ſold the righteous for filuer, and the poor for a payre of 
ſhooe ' ; 
If we put that of our Prophet- (efwos.8.;6.) to theſe words 
| : of 


nd then God ſeemed to ſpeak thus, If /ae/ had. 
had a moderation ir. ſinning, 1 would have turned away their. | 


| T7 
ofſelling the Righteotis that they may buy the Poore for ſil- 
ver, &c. They = and:ſell the righteous Poor for ſilver, that 
is, for the gain and profit, uſethem they doe as they uſe their 
© beaſts, keep them or pur them off for their advantape. So long 
as ſerviceable,drudge them, rack their rents, buy them to get by 
them, and then ſelltheny; yeag,away with them out of houſe 
+ and harbour, town and field, take away their calling, and lively- 
hood that ſhould maintain themſelves, wives, and children, &c. 
When leſſer gain comes in by them ; They ſell them or buy 
them upon that account as may ſerve their turns ( Z«das-like) 
to fill the bagge, and make no more account of them than a 
payre of ſhooes, yea old ſhooes that they caſt to the duoghill. 
That pant after the duſt of the earth on the head of the 
poore, | 
T hat pant after the daſt of the earth, That is,(faith Mr.Caryh) 
exceedingly deſire and long for it. As David deſcribes his holy 
deſires, Pſal. 42.1. As the Hart panteth after the water: brooks, 


Vid. Tbe clear- 
ſpiriced Expo- 
ficor upon boly 


Writ Mr.Garyl 


ſo panteth my ſoul after thee O God: thatis, I extremely deſire upon Fob,c.24. 
thy preſence and communion with thee : even as the Hart be- ver-3. 


ing hunted and heated defireth the waters. Thus they panted 
after the duſt of the earth, that is, after thoſe things which are 
but as the duft of the earth, or whoſe originall and matter is 
but the duſt of the earth, gold, or ſilyer. Theſe are but the re- 
fined duſt of the earth. Bur whoſe duſt did they pant after ? Ic 
was the duft upon the head of the poor. If they did but ſee a poor 
man to have gotten a little about him, though onely enough to 
keep life and ſonle together, to preſerve himſelf and his family 
from ſtarving, or begging, they preſently panted after ic : they 
were.pafſionately deſirous of it : they caft about how to getit. 
They who are inflamed with covetouſneſſe are buſie to finde ox, 
and having found out, are greedy to purſue all advantages and 
occaſions to enrich themſelves though ir be with' the ruine of 
the poor. They are glad to get ſomething even from them,who 
(according to common ſpeechzbave nothing. They ſcrap't from 
them who bave but ſcraps to live on. Thus ſweetly hath that 
.heavenly:man interpreted theſe words to our hand. 

©... . .CAndtarn aſide the way of the meek, '\ — 
That is, . firſ# they turn aſide the way of 7uſtice and E- 


— 
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- ones either. f;7f#, force them to make ſhi 


(4) 
guity, which is the means of recovering their right: They-can- 
not have that juſtice and right- dove them, which is- de vato. 
them, By reaſon of the greatneffe of che eftates and power of 
theſe men, they ſtop the current of juſtice and equity, whereby. 
theſe meek ones ſhould be delivered from their oppreſſours. = 

Secendly, they torn aſide the way of the meek, that is, they 
take away the way of their /zve/yhood. - We uſe common|y ro 
acke this Queſtion, How doth ſuch a man five? And-*tis an-. 
ſwered, He lives in a very goad way, he bath ſuch a way of 
living, ſuch a trade, calling, or profeſſion, that's his way. ' Thus. 
to turn afide the way of the meek, 1s to pur them beſides the 
way of petting their bread, and maintaicing themſelves, wives, 
and children with neceſſary proviſions. _ - 

To take away the calling they live by, isa turning aſide the 
wsy of the meek to all purpoſes. . | 

T hirdly, they turn afide the way of the meck. Why? what. 
1s the way of the meek > The Pſalmiſt tells us, Pſal. 25. 9. it is . 
Gods way, the meek he will teach his way. Now theſe preat-. 
ipweack of faith und'a 
good conſcience, or e//euridoe them. if they will -not conſent - 
uhto them in their unjuſt and uncharitable defignes. Atdfo of 
neceſlity theſe meek ones muſt be «9rdene Either in the inward, 
or ontward may, Orelle ſecondly, they become tempters. unto _ 
theſe meek ones by their often alluring perfwafions and ilt eg. 
Sing, or elfe by their ill examples to_turn them out of. Gods .. 


Thus —_— explained the Text, T come. to ſhew, That Euy-. 


land ( eſpecially Zriceſtor-ſvire, and the Counties adjacent ) is 
as guilty of the finnes ini the Text »nv, as 1/rae] was then: yeu,. 
eſpecially in that aggregated ſinne of Inclofwre, vitt ſuch as doth - 
*x#-people Towns, and un-corn Fields, which 1] chiefly intend in 
this preſent iſcoxr/e.: And that principally, becauſe” there are . 
ſo many ready to make Helmers to ſave this great Gohiah fine, 
harmleſſe ; making this great finne a licele finne, and ſour lat. 
no ſinneat aff. For indeed, af the Workmen of rh4s arenpation rife | 
up rogether, crying, Great 1s the Diana of Incloſure, beckuſe by 


' thucraft we have onr wealth, Ats 19. 25. And therefore to . 


&efendic they proce wuch, and prjes ſowething: ox 7 never 
| card . 


heard of any ſo awvilariouſly 31pivins as to prexch-the lawfulneſſe 
of ſuch Incloſure. But 1 thall ſkew that this Incloſure is tbr a 
ſiqgle fiane, dut-witl-adtnit forthe ngÞravacion of it all thoſe - 
ſinnes, andbixch cirts 7 in the Text : And theti we may=- 
conclude,it is a'tranſpeeMion for which the Lord will tiot _eorh 
away the puniſhment thetedf, - Now ehent ir is my buſineſle to 
5p up ſuch Incloſure, arid to fnanifeſt how tiafiy (its ye within: 
the $ow#%s of thy roſter, &c, And fot the proof 1 ſhall brinf 
herein, ir is undeniable.” Suth idc!ofure {hall be difcovered by 
his $/vedy hands, and inthe vety Fat br found guilty, Itthe 
Ind PROTECTOR his Highnaſſe, aid moſt: Honourable 
'Connttl fhentd inipanyel a Jury of all the honeſt hearts in Leiceſtet- 
ſhire, awd North>hampron- ſhire, 4x4 Cidrtits adjatent, thiy - 
muſt bring therein. 4 V2rditt xg ainſt-ſuch Incleſare, guilty of De- 
Population and detay of Tillape generally, very few if any at all 
excepted. Our proof is Dz Fatot it #/6. Behold it with your. 
ey#. Oh wofall experience ! Aid that Tacloſufe js #ow about - 
-Leitefter/bire is Nike td De as ſordid. and baſe as any of the. 


fortfier, if tor worſe : ſor, Dopobulains eheoen ap prees; in 

chemnene penetration, if tor preferit. Betioid whit Uelfolation of | 

hotifes abdrillage 6f Farthers, Tottapers, Men-fervants, Miyd- 

fervarits,/&e. which all ſived by the Plow. = HT 

© BnrThdRen for the Cotvidion of ſuch Incloſure to be guilty 

as Moreſttd. And'for ſuch coovidtion 1 Thall follow the metho 

of the Text, a3 thoſe firines lye in order there; . 

© For three Tranſyrdſſlons of Ital and for four, 7 will net 
- turn away the ment thereof. : 

Firſh, 1t eatitior be denyed that if ſuth as make ſuch Tncloſure 
be guilty of alt the fltthes it! the Text, then they .are guilty of - 
three tranſprefiſons ant of foure, (that is, as hath beten-opened) 
they adde-finn'to fititie, hey accumnlate very many finnes, 
they commit & multitude of fidnies.: To three finnes they adde- 
foure, they preſſe God as ul Eirt is prefſed with ſheaves, Amos -- 
2 12, 1xyitg 01 tre fhieaſe after another, wiiketing God with 
choir finris, and thake Hint ſte with theirſinnes. Boe the for- 


rder ire; Therdfore they fe puilty- of three tranſgreſſions - 
and of fone. We ſtall ptove the fortier true tn the enſuing pare. 
ticufats ofthe Text, Fe IE | 


BJ: T hey 


| 6 


ge They ſold the righteowxs for ſilver. ITED: 
© 'That is, if we put.to this ſel;»g of the righteous for ſilver, the 
bajing of the poore for ſilver,.Ames 8.6.-they make chaffer and 
merchandize of them for gain and profit : they uſe them as they 
doe their beafts, keep them or pat them off for advantage : they 
buy them, and ſell chem, as may beſt ſerve their turns to get by 
them. But what is that they thus buy and ſell the righteous for? 
For folver, that is, for advantage, profit, gain. Oh baſe ! And- 
.then why ſuch Incloſure made pray you? Is it not for ſilver, 
advantage, gain? Doth not ſilver, filthy lucre lye. at the bot- 
tome ? Doe they not call ſuch Incloſure an /mprovement of their 
- Jands > We ſhall gaize by 3r, we ſhall z#b/e our rents. Hence . 
thoſe Heathess/p ſpeeches of theirs, ſay I not make the beſt of 
-evine own ? May I not doe what 1 1:5t with mine own ? who ſhall 
-binder s ? And they ſay of their eftates, ashein P/al.12. 4. of 
.his tongue, Oxr eſtates are onrs, Who zs Lord over 4? Taniwer, 
whereas thou talkeft of thine own : that although thou art a 
civil Owner, yet thou art a Firit#al Vſu per. Thou muſt look 
whether chou haft right inthe Conre of Con/cience, as well as-in 
the Conrt of Law. Whether thou haft right in-the Confoptory -of 
\God, as well as.in the (Common; pleas of mex. What, mayeft thou 
doe with thine own what thou lifteft > No : thou muſt doe what 
God would, have thee to doe with it. He. is thy Soveraigne 
Lord of whom thou holdeft all 5» chief. Thou art but his Srew= 
ard, and he hath committed to thee all theſe [Talents of thy, 
Eftate, and one day thou muſt give an account of thy feward- 
fp, viz: whether thou haft improved theſe talents, ( not to thy 
own) but to thy heavenly Mafters advantage, even to the glory - 
of his name, the good of all with whom thou liveſt, eſpecially 
of the ſaints, and'to thy own poor ſoules .advantage,, What, 
mayeft thon doe with thy own. what. thou lifteft? . No.: He that. 
is Lord over thee, and hath made thee rich, -1 75m2.6..17., and; 
hath given thee all things richly to enjoy, hath layd a-charge upon 
thee Gin the 17,18, & 19 verſes) what thou ſhoukdeft doe with 
all he hath given thee, even To dee gpod, tobe rich iu good works, . 
:ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, lajing uy nnta thy felfe- 
.@ ſure foundation araioft the rimie to come, that thou mayeſt, lay 
-hotd ox eternall life. Oh 1-what a ſandy- foundation doe bang 


e 
C . 


(7) 
build on for eternall life,” who walk contrary to this charge? &c: 
What, mayeſt thou doe with'thine own what: thou liſteft; and 
improve it to thine divn'advantage ? No: hear that complaint, 
Phil.2.21. All ſeek their own, not the things that ave Feſus (brite. 
Tell thee Jeſus Chriſt muſt (Hare with thee in land, houſe, 
food; clothing, (/Mat 25.41. to the end of the Chap:) thar is, 
in his members: or elſe, Depart from me ye car/ed muſt be your 
eternall doome. But may I not improve mine owne eftate to 
my beft advantage? No : thou muſt have a care of thy brothers 
alſo, Phil. 2.4. Look net every man on his own things, but every 
man alſoon the things of others, even that they may thrive as thy 
felf. 'Bue yet I have not touched-this fin in this particular to the, 
guick; Thou muſt then ask this Queſtion,may-I not improve mite 
own to the hurt and damage of others ? But here I know- thou wile 
fartle, and ſay, Whoſe hut ? whoſe damage ? 1will make it ap- 
_pear,thou-r4j/eſ# thy own eftate upon the r#5ze both of Pablick & 
Poor; Firſt; on the ruine of the Pablicke, T hon takeft away T il- 
lage, which is the generall T rade-wt live on 1 Leiceſter ſhire, and 
the Comics adjacent : * By Which Trade or Tillkge and Huſ- 
. baudry we 'have been as bexeficiallto the reſt of the Common- 
' wealh of England as any Countyes whatſoever, We have fed 
them not onely with our wheat, corn; and maulr, not onelyin 
plentiful years, butalſ'in times of famine and dearth, we being 
"the onely magazine for'corn in the middle of the Nation ; 'Bot 
alſo we have fed them with fat mutton, and ſwines fleſh; yea 
alſo with victualling-our ſhips by our peaſe and beans that come 
by the plow.- As our open: fields breed. abundance of ſheep, ſo-- 
the plow provides abundance- of -the- aforeſaid proviſions to 
feed them fat; yea, at ſach times when-no fat fleſh: is to be had 
elſewhere in the Nation. If the Tillage of theſe inland Countyes 
be turned imo grazing, the reſt of the Nation muſt be in a ſtarving 
condition whenſeever the Lord ſhall ſlack his hand of this abuw« 
dance of corn, he ſeems of late years to have rained from heaven 
amongft us. Thus are weas- beneficial! by our Trade of THlage 
#6 ether Countyes, as they to us by other Manufaftares which 
are ſo commodious, [they lying neer to-the Sea-and City which 
. weare ſo farrefrom.- ; | 
Yea, to ſhew the Intolerablenefſe of ſuch Inclofure ; Behold 
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it takes away the gezera/ Trae that all the Inhabitants of thefe 


Counties live on, except ſome great ones and Tradeſmen in 
Mavket-Towns, &c. Can any deny but that the Farmer lives 
of the plow, the Cottagers live of the plow, and the -Chitdren 
of both brought up to the trade of the plow, and doe not the 
Children of the poor become Men- ſervants and Mayd. ſervants 
to the Plow-mas ? Doth not that antient, honeſt, venerable, and 
profitable Trade of Huabandry maintain all theſe ? Yea, and all 


- theſe lived as happily, plentifully, and richly of this Trade of 


Tillage in theſe Countyes before ſo much Incloſure, as any in 
other Countyes whatſoever, or of what. other Trade ſoever 
they were of. What muſt become of theſe - zhouſauds and ten 
thouſands if ſach Inclofure be not ſpeedily topped? As every 
honeſt heart prayes GOD SPEED TE PLOW, fo every 
every god Miniſter will have a word. to uphold it, andevery 
good Magiſtrate make uſe. of his power 70 ſaveit fromruine. 
What now, mayeſt thou doe whacthou lifteft with thine owne, 
and adyance thine own neſt on high thus upon the ruine of the 
Pablique > Why art thou not, cantent with thine. own ?.- ſince 
eſpecially thy laads in Common are worth as much and- more 
than ever thy fore-fathers purchaſed them at, ox thou of late 
haſt purchaſed thine at. If they that ſold thy- lands 4n Common 


had had thy evil conſcience to have improved them upon-the 
.raines of the Publique and Poor , thou and thy Fore fathers 


muſt, have paid twice as much, if not thrice az much. more for 
them. But. now: theſe covetous wretches. have got the trick af 
it to buy lands in, Common, and preſently improve thers,; and 
ſo double if not treble. their, money: upon a Pablich, aocowrr. 
Theſe cruell ones care not how-many they. rajae ſo-they-may be 
rich, ner bow-many they make Beggars fo-they may be-Geotle- 
men; Let them anſwer me. this one, Queſtios, viz: How 'ſo 
many thouſand. Families can ſybſift, when their: Livelyheod is 
taken away, to wit, their Trafdgef Tillage ? and:how ſhalkfo 
many: thouſands of Chjldrey. be.diſpoſed:of from 'ftarving, Va- 
grancy or thieving, ſince ſo, mych Inelafure hath:cauſed fo ma- 

ny Tradeſmen.already-thay-cannes; live: one:by anothes ? 
But it will be 0djeRed, ſome Books have:been-printed of late 
that prove Inclofure both lawfull, and laudable. _— my 
: | cart 


|. 
heart bleeds within me to ſee ſome hands at ſuch Books of 
whom I hoped better things, That they ſhovld daub ore this 
black ſinne with ſuch untempered morter, Oh how men will 
ſcrabble for gain ! They would not have a Fade called 4 ſpade. 
They would not ( though they are ſuch ) be called oppreſfſours, 
unjuſt, unconſcionable, uncharitable, unmercifull. And ſurely 
ſach Books are ſtuffed ſo full of levity and wntraths, that the 
Authors of them deſerve rather to be piried than anſwered. I 
but theſe Books ſay there may be an innocent Incloſure. What 
then ? The Petitioners to Parliament formerly,and the Petitioners 
nw to biz Highneſſe and Councell ſeeh @ redreſſe againſt ſuch 1n- 
cloſure that arth depopulate Townes and decay Tillage, And ſuch 
the authors of theſe books hold.to be hatetull ro Gad and man. 
Yes, bur they ſay there may be an incloſure without decay of 
Tillage or Depopulation. Surely they may make men as ſoon 
believe there is no ſun in the firmament as that uſually depopu- 
lation & decay of Tillage will not follow incloſure in our Inland 
Countyes. We ſee it with our eyes : It is ſo. De fats, itis ſo. 
And we ſee the incloſure that they are ſo now about will be as 
ſordid or more then any formerly. They having not fo much 
as one Covenant amongſt them to »phoid Tillage, And then we 
know what followes in his time, even an utter depopulation, Ic 
. matters not what they pretend in their-books, proviſion for the 
poore, &c. In one place they ſpeake'of fonrteene acres given to 
the poore, what will this doe when they bave taken away their 
whole trade of: maintenance for themſelves and familyes? Yet 
but they ſay they doe not intend depopulation and decay of Til- 
lage. If in charity I could believe them, Yet I muſt anſwer, ir 
is fins operis, though not operantsz :.It-is the end of the worke, 
' though not of the work--14v, as every where appeares. It is true 
indeed, Infant incloſure may be ſomewhat in his nonage free from 
depopulation, but never from decay of Tillage. Yet] know not 
where gray: headed incloſure is free from depopulation as well as 
decay of Tillage. If any where it is rare indeed.- For they would 
never incloſe to keep Farmers, Tenants, Cottagers, Seryants, 
teames &c. Yea, but the books tell of ſome townes free from 


both Depopulation and decay of Tillage. They ſcrabble up a 


few townes that are innocent (as they ſay) which are juſt none 
| C at 
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at all in compariſon of thoſe many hundreds are guilty of both. 
And theſe few they are forced to fiſh out of the County of Les. 
 refter, WarWicke, Northampton, &c- Let's ſee- what cruth is in 
this. For I. know twoor. three of theſe places, becauſe they are 
neer unto me. They bragge of the innocency of 4/2by magns, 
which hath been incloſed above fifty yeares. The-truth ot this 
buſinefle ſtands thus, The Lord of that place gave mo of his 
Tenants Leaſes for three Lives, and one and twenty years after, 
which are not yer expired. And therefore the time of depopula- 
tion of that Towne is not yet come. But they natne Miſterton 
and Poxitey as innocent alſo. I wonder they dare doe fo, fince 
in regard of depoputatien there is no houſe at all left in either 
of them bar tlie Minifters. And the Cloſes. now are called by 
the Towns name that-were antiently there. And as. for decay ef 
Tillage in thoſe places they have noe been plowed mthe me- 
mory of man, except ſome part ofthem of tate : And the Te. 
nants that rent them muſt plow them now but -for. Four years 
onely. How dare they print ſuch Falſhoods ? And as little cre- 
dit I hearC'and believe is to be given tothe innocency of the reſt. 
of the Townes named. | 

I have one word to. fpeak to men that have not put off bawwe- 
2ity, natural! compaſſion rowards their own fleſh, and to Chri- 
ſtians that love mach, becauſe God hath forgiven them much. 
Which is this... If you did but hear what comptaiaiog and lamen- 
ration is made of Farmers that rented land tarned out of thoſe 
Incloſed :plaves, 'and'of poor Cottagers together with them, 
that the. one cannot pet no not at any exceflive rate a lictle 
land co plow, whereby. he might keephis-teame and catcell, that 
himfelf and family might be employed in husbandry, to get a 
poor living by, but is conftrained to ſell mil thefe to all their 
aget undoings : That the other cannot ght a houſe any" where 
to harbour hanſelſe and his poore'bades, | 

Suyely, it would make af! Miniſters and others, yea Miniſters 
above others, to ride and run; ſpend their pains and-eſtate to pe- 
eition, entreat, beppe, wait; and never ceaſe to:be- importunate 
for reliefe for theſe oppreſſed Fellow: creatures, and many of 
them Fellow citizens of heaven together with us, 

Behold now the opprefions of Townes in- open _ = 
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"Market-towns ! for when theſe Incloſares have made Farmers; 
Cottagers ; and Cottagers, Beggars ; no way of /;vel;hord being 
left them: Theſe poor with their families are forced into Jfar- 
het-townes, and open fielded Townes, hoping they may finde ſome 
employment there to preſerve them and theirs from: periſhing, 
Whereupon, theſe open. fielded places are ſo loaden with poor, 
* that the Inbabitants are not able. to relieve. them. } but theſe 
Book-men for Itdcloſure ſay they pay more Taxes, And truly 
well they may, when they tay fuch burchens upon open fields 
that they are not able to bear them ; not onely all. thoſe poore 
the Inclofure have beggered, but all'carriages.the State bath 
need of, free quarter, attendance at the aſlizes and ſeflions, &c. 
The Inclofuresg:t the gaine,and:have'the.caſe ; and poor open 
fields pay the ſhot, and endure all the drudgery. What enemies 
to the Publique are theſe Incloſures ? obferve how few or n0 
ſervice able men or horſes in theſe places, for the defence of the 
Nation when need is : whereas-before they: were incloſed there 
were twenty, thirty, fourty, &c: of both kindes, now ſcarce one 
or two. Yes, but one of the laft Book-men for Incloſare: tells 
us they are jaded tyred'horfes. Ob imprdence ! let the whole Conns 
grey ſpeaks, whether four or frue of theſe open. fielded Townes (yea 
ſometimes one of them alone ) are not able. toraiſe a whole T roop of 
gallant Horſes, and to ſet valiant men on their hacks to0,. info for- 
mitlable a manner, that they were able tomake the ftonteſt Troop to' 
quake. that oppoſed the Parliament formerly, and his Highneſſs the 
Lord Proteftonr of late : yea, which they-bave dowe too, under both 
Governments. Whereas ſach Incloſed places: can'( I. believe:) 
ſcarcely raiſe one Troop either for men or horſes, .8&c. Oh1 let: 
not thefe valiant ſpirired'men for the Pablique in:Leicefter- ire, 
anditheir forces be tranipled'in the dirt: by: fuck: Inclofure,, to: 
raiſe a few private perions upon the' 7#5nt'of the ſtrength of the 
Nation. Surely if a 7erioho was again to be beſieged;therewould: 
be found good ftore of: Rams hornes,” though bur few' perſons! 
to wine them in theſe Incloſed places; Bux: theſe Book- men for 
Incloſure ſay, that the common fields canfe many Zaw ſuits 8c. 
I ſhall(God willing) anſwer all as I paſſe through this Text! of 
Scripture. F3rſ}, there are offenders both} withirr hedges and 
without too, and loving hearts will paſſe byan'offerice. © 
C2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, in common fields they live like loving neighbours 
together for the moſt part, till the Firie of Incloſare enter in- 
to ſome-rich Charles heart,who doe not onely pry out but feign 
occafions too to goe to /aw with their neighbours, and no re- 
concilement to be made till they conſent to Incloſure. For this 
is the trick they fall rogerher by the eares with their honeſt 
neighbours, that they'bring their deſigne about. Yes, but there 
is ſo much ſtealing and filcbing by the Poore.. But thank Inclo- 
fure for that, which hath filled openfield Towns fo full of Poore 
they cannot live one by another , For, Poverty is a provoking 
argument to ſteale. And therefore Agzr prayes, Prov. 30.8, 
Give me mot porerty, and why ſo? the ninth Verſe tells us, /eft 
I be poore and fteale. And thus Incloſure makes thieves, and: 
then they cry out of thieves. 

Becauſe they ſold the Righteous for ſilver, and the pooxe for 4 
| payre of ſhores. | 
The Righteous : who are thoſe > Not to ſtand upon the divers 
acceptations of the word [| Righteoxs, ] le ſhew what is meant 
by a righteous man, viz: The Evangelical righteous man 14 one, 
who, as he hath the Righteouſneſfe of Jeſus Chriſt ;:7pared unto 
him, ſo he hath in ſome meaſure the righteouſfneſſe of Chriſt 
3»:parted unto.-him, deſiring and endeavonring to keep che Com-_ 
mandements of God, and the faith of Feſus, Rev. 14.12, He # one 
that loves God above all, and his neighbour as himſelf, Mat. 22.37, 
38,39. He #* one, 1 Joh. 4 21. who as he loveth God, loveth bus 
»eighbour alſo. Oh | how pretiousare theſe Righteous ones in 
heaven 2 They are the Lords people, his portion, the lot of his [»he- 
ritauce, Deut, 32.9. They are the Lords owne, his very jewels : 
All the reſt. of a Town are but the -#bb; amongſt whom theſe 
his jewells Hye and live for a while. And to ſpeak the truth ( for 
truth muſt be ſpoken however it be taken ) if the Lord had not 
had rwoof theſe Righteons ones, / or three of theſe Iewels, that as 
they love God they love their neighbour alſo, in many Townes 
of theſe Inland Counties,what deſolations had there been made 
ere this time by ſuch Incloſure? 

Theſe incloſuriſts ſell the Righteous for plver. What care they 
for Gods jewells, his (portion, hz inheritance, ſo they may im- 
prove their own 5nkeritance ? what cared Fudas for 7eſw _ 

the 
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the Righteous, ſo he might get ehirty pieces of ſilver by him? What 
care theſe men for the teyder con/ciences of any of theſe Righ- 
reous ones, that dare not conſent to ſuch incloſare? They will 
make them make ſhipwrack of faith and a good confcience.” or 
elſe eſtates and liberties and all muſt be ruined by mu'tiplicities 
of triviall Law ſuites in common Law and Chancery, threatning 
they will not leave: them a ſhift to their backs, nor a cowto 
theft payle. I could here pive you a large Catalogue of the un- 
juſt vexations of ſuch Righteous ones, bur becauſe ſome of their 
vexers pretend to religion, I will ſpare them, One of theſe two 
evills are incident to ſuch as dare nat in conſcience conſent to (uh 
gncloſure, vis. Either to be wndone in the inward, cr el e in the out- 
ward man, Chooſe them which. If they goe agasnſt conſcience in the 
inWard man ; if they will keep a good conſcience in the outWard man, 
and here let the ncloſuriſts of (at rhorpe in Leiceſter-ſpire trem- 
ble, to have no reſpe& to the conſcience of one of theſe righ- 
teous men ( their owne conſciences I belieye judging him ſuch a 
one) nor to his vow to his God made upon good ground in the 
fight both of God and good men, nor co- his right in law, ac- 
cordiog to a petition that is now depending before his H;ghneſſe 
and his mot Honourable Conncell, in which there is made « goed 
progreſs and good hopes (prazſed be God) of a hyppy iſſue. It mat- 
ters not what one of the Book-men for incloſure truely prattles 
to the contrary. He makes but a Jeer of a good conſcience in his 
Book. And as for his right in Law, becauſe it is but a little to 
their great deale, they may alter the propriety of it as they lift, 
withont his conſent, and ſet hedges and ditches upon his come 
mon whether he will or no. I wonder who made theſe men 4;- 
viders of his common from theirs, when he hath a right and 
propriety. in every foot- of common in all their flelds. Is there 
not the ſame right i» Law to a little as a great deale ? &c. 
And the poore for a paire of ſhoces. 

The Poore. Well may they ſell the Poore for a paire of ſhooes;, 
when they ſell the Righreons for ſilver. Whea Judas ſold his 
Maſter That Righteons one for filver (let Miniſters remember 
=—_ was a Diſciple) no wonder if he cared mot for the Poore. 

ut theſe incloſuriſts have the poore much in their mouthes,and 
how they provide for the poore. My exhortatign to them is: 

C3 | 1.70h, 
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. x Job. 3.18. 7) little children bet ms ret lave in word neithty tn 


rongue, but in deed ayd i trath. Saint Zawes ſhewes us that a few 
words will not warm, nor feede, nor cloath peore people, James 2. 
16.. If one of you ſay unto them, depart in peace, be you Warmed, 
4rd filled, notwithſtanding you give them net thoſe things which 
are necdfull ta the body, what doth it profit ? Alas, what will all 
their good words profitthe poore, when they doe not only nor 
oive them thoſe things which are needfull for the body, bur 
take away at once all things that are needfull for.the body, even 


the Trade of Tillage which ſhould warme, cloath, feede them. 
and their families. But theſe book-men for incloſure have arti- 


cles, yea, and acres for the Poore too. What would theſe men 
be thought charitable men? Let 1#das be thought ſo too. For 
he would bave the ojntment ſold for three hundred pence, and gis 
ven to the Poore, John 12.5. Truth is, former Inclofuriſts have 
been very ſpecious and pretending for the poore in their Pro- 
miſes, Articles, Acres, when they were hot upon their buſi- 


neſſe of incloſare, to ftop the menthes of Poore and Country 


from. clamours ; and theſe incloſures of the /aſ# Edition which 
they are now about are but ſordid in. reſpeR of the former in 
that kinde, But wofull experience tells us, a ſhort time forced 
all the Tenants and Cottagers out of moſt of thoſe places into 
the open fielded Towns to. ſeek for a livelphood: where they 
can finde it, to the great oppreſiions of thoſe Townes, 

T hat pant after the du#t of the earth upon the heal of the 

Poore. 

Pant, that is, exceedingly deſire it, and long for-it. After the 
duſt of the earth, that is, after thoſe things which are but as the 
duſt of the earth, and whoſe originall and matter is but the duſt 
of the earth. Oh the exceſſive deſire .( after fach Inclaſure and 


the gain,that comes by it ) exceeding the bounds-of piety, equi- 


ty, charity, and humanity it ſelf; as you have heard! Improve- 
ment of eſtate is this mans bayte. And if any thing goe about to 
hinder that, he is.like a Lyon ſtirred up at the ſight of his prey, 


and makes no conſcience of deyouring men, women, and chil« 


dren that ſtand in his way. 
The ſerpent feeds upon the duſt of the earth: It feeds upon 
baſe and low things, vile 4nd venomans : ſo doe covetous, mer- 


cileſſe 
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cileſſe'men. As the'Serpent licks the duft of the earth ; ſo doe 


; they lick the daft of the earth, they feed upon blood, upon op- 


preiltion ; They pant after the duſt of rhe earth, they pant after 
the eſtate and means that poor men have in Town or Field, and 
feed upon it, to ſatisfie { if it were poſſible ) their greedy appe- 
tites in ſacking the eftates and cruſhing:the bones of the poore. 
The Prophet Habaktrk hath a woe for theſe, .Hab: 2. v.6. 
wat to him that encreafeth that--which ta not his ( to wit, in the 
Court of Conſcience aſwell as in the Court of the Law) and 
ladeth himſelf with thick_clay. Latum ſcite pitam, with gold 
and ſilver, the fineſt daſt and pieces of the. earth, whereby all 
the reft of che commodities of the earth are valued. This duſt 
of the earth,” this thick clay doth but load and burthen their 
ſoules and conſciences, dey makes them drive heavily. heaven- 
ward, Godsplory ward, and their own falvation: ward. . This 
thick clay doth them no-mere good than that gold and ſilver 
and embroydered cloath of atras a ſwumptey: horſe is burthen'd 
with all day, and at night'is turned with the reſt of the Jades 
with a gauled and bruiſed back into the ftabte. Oh take heed 
of a gauled eonfcience loaded and bruiſed with fuch hedges and. 
ditches as bedge out Publique and Poor ; leſt at the.night of 
Death thou: be turned with the reſt of the Jades of worldlings,- 
Djves-like, into the Devils ſtable. | 
Upon the head of the Poore. 

T hey pant after the duſt of the earth, but upon whoſe head > - 
»pon the headof the Poore. Theſe beafts will be ſure to goe over 
where the hedge is loweſt. In any towne where tkere is any rich 
men Publique ſpirited, and have bowels roward the Poore,there 
theſe greedy gripes dare not meddle with their matches, and 
cannot force them to ſuch incloſure, becauſe they are able to 
defend themſelves. But on the contrary in any towne where 
there are mercifull men, Publique ſpiriced-men &c, That dare 
not in conſcience conſeat-to ſuch inclofure, If theſe be men bur 
of meane eſtates, theſe mercileſfe'wretchzs joyne purſes, and 
make no more conſcience.to trample upon theſe righteous-poor, 
yea, upon their conſciences, eſtates, liberties, ang, whole fami- 
lies, then they das to trample upon the mire 1a ghe ſtreets. 


eAxd.- 
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"And turne aſide the way of themeth, INE 
* Theſe incl-.ſuriſts turne 8fide the'way ofthe'meek theſe three 
wayes. Firf, they turne: afide the. way of: Juſtice -and Equity 
-which is the meanes of-keeping and recovering their right, A 
great purſe will make'a good canfe though it be ftarke naughr. 
What ſay theſe Maminonifts when any croſſe! them in ſuch in- 
cloſure, their word: is, 7*/e nwdor him if *he will not yeild.. And 
how is that? By ſuites in Law and Chancery. And have not theſe 
| men been 'as good as their words? I could here tell ſad ftories. 
' But I intend ro-name no man in this preſent diſcourſe, f 
Secondly, they tarne aſide the wayef the meeke whea they take 
-away the way of their livelyhood. Now Tilape 's the way, the 
calling, the profeſſion which moſt of the inhabitants of 1»lar 
Counties live of, as we have proved. . 
Thirdly, they turne aſide the way of the meeke : Why > What 
is the way of the meek? The P/almiſt tells us (P/al. 25.9.) it 


to turne them out of the way of faith and a good conſcience, in 
perſwading them if that will not doe, and compelling them to 
doe againſt conſcience, or undoe. ButI conc{ude with the wiſe 
mans exhortation, Prov 22.22,23. Rob not the poor becauſe be is 
; # poore, neither oppreſſe the afflited in the. gate. For the Lord 51 
' | plead their canſe, and Sole the ſonle of thiſe that Spoyled then. 


Lo 


-is Gods way. The meeke he Will teach his way, They endeavour - 


_. 


